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Significant Changes 
that require an 

Amendment  

1. Change in the ob-
jective of the study 

2. Change or addi-
tions to the species 
of animal to be 
used 

3. Changes in the ap-
proximate number 
of animals used 

4. Proposal to switch 
from non-survival 
to survival surgery 

5. Changes in the  
degree of invasive-
ness of a proce-
dure 

6.  Changes in the 
procedure which 
may change the 
level of potential 
discomfort of the 
animal  

7. Change in the PI 
and/ or Co-PI 

8. Changes in anes-
thetic agent(s), an-
algesics, and /or 
methods of eutha-
nasia 

New Amendment Form 

 In order to make our lives a little easier, a proposal amendment form 
has been created.  The form is posted on the  Animal Resources web site 
along with the Animal Use Proposal and Breeding Colony Proposal form.   
The rules remain the same: If a signature is required, there must be a 
hardcopy of the signature page submitted to Animal Resources.  AUPs 
and amendments can be submitted by electronic means but the signature 
page must be mailed, faxed, or hand delivered to the Animal Resources 
office before final approval can be given.  The email address is                
iacuc@gwm.sc.edu.  If you have any questions or problems with the email 
address please call the Animal Resource office.     
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 The ability to use animals in research is a privilege, not a right.  
This issue has been debated on many fronts.  It doesn’t matter how you 
feel on the subject,  there are federal laws in place that must be followed.  
There are several animal rights organizations (ARO) that wait for a re-
searcher to break the law.  These organizations go to great lengths to 
make sure the governing federal agencies know about the non-
compliance of   researchers.   Several cases have been in the news lately.  
One case involved an animal rights activist being implanted into the Uni-
versity’s animal care system.  The “plant” , wearing large rimmed camera-
glasses, was able to take pictures of very sick animals and was able to 
document inappropriate conversation with investigators, graduate stu-
dents and other persons working with the animals.   Because of the sig-
nificant amount of documentation,  the Office of Laboratory Animal Wel-
fare (OLAW) was contacted and a formal investigation ensued.  The for-
mal response letter from OLAW is published on page 3 of this newsletter.  
The name of the University has been changed.  This is not a joke.  This is 
an actual event that took place several months (April 2004) ago.  I encour-
age everyone to read the letter written by OLAW.  It details  several non-
compliance issues.   This type of mark on your record is enough to have 
your NIH funding interrupted.  Not only do these actions effect your ability 
to secure federal grant money but it also  hurts the University’s ability to 
receive accreditation,  assurance and registration from several agencies.  
If you have any questions about the welfare of animals please contact the 
Animal Resources office (777-8106).   
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I encourage you  to share this newsletter with 
your lab.  Everyone working with animals 
should be aware of what could happen if they 
don’t comply with federal regulations.   I  en-
courage you  to  share your IACUC approved 
proposal with all technicians, graduate stu-
dents and undergraduate students that work in 
your lab.  Please take the time to educate your-
self and your students.  The future of research   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

at this University could depend on your actions 
today. 

From the IACUC Chair             Ken Walsh, Ph.D. 
   First, I would like to say congratulations to Dr. 
Don Allen on his retirement.  I hope he spends more 
time on the golf course than in that nice  rocking 
chair the School of Medicine presented to him.   

 I am pleased to be the next IACUC chair.  The 
University is continually expanding its research en-
deavors and with that aim comes the need to have 
an IACUC committee.  Each of us using animals 
should consider time on the IACUC as part of our 
duty.  I look forward to working with each of you in 
the days ahead. 

 I now ask that you take notice of the letter from 
OLAW included in this newsletter.  Your actions not 
only effect you but they effect the entire university 
and research community.  If you are having difficul-
ties with surgical techniques, writing an Animal Use 
Proposal, etc call the Animal Resources office.  We 
have highly trained individuals waiting to help. The 
IACUC and ARF cannot help if we do not know what 
the problem entails.   Please direct any questions 
you may have about the OLAW letter to the IACUC  
Administrator– Elizabeth Thames (777-8564). 

 Some numbers that might be of some use to you 
are: 

▪USC’s PHS/NIH Assurance No. A3049-01 

 continued accreditation since 1984 

 last accreditation November, 5 2003   

▪USDA Registration No. 56-R-003 
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Campus Mail 

We’re on the Web !! 
http://uscm.med.sc.edu/ 

ARF/index.htm 
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      Meeting           AUP 

     Date           Deadline  
    

      Jan 8     Dec 22 

      Feb 5     Jan 26 

      Mar 4              Feb 23 

   Apr 1     Mar 22 

   May 6             Apr 26 

   Jun 3              May 24 

      Jul 1               Jun 21 

      Aug 5             Jul 26 

      Sep 2             Aug 23 

      Oct 7             Sep 27 

      Nov 4             Oct 25  

   Dec 2            Nov 22 
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 Animal Care Matters is pub-
lished four times a year by the Insti-
tutional Animal Care and Use Com-
mittee (IACUC) and Animal Re-
source Facilities (ARF) of the Univer-
sity of South Carolina (USC).   

 The IACUC is an institutional 
body appointed by the USC Presi-
dent to oversee the program for the 
humane care and use of all verte-
brate animals used for research, 
teaching, and training.  Any investi-
gator who intends to use laboratory 
animals must submit an Animal Use 
Proposal (AUP) to the IACUC for its 
review and approval.   
 The ARF provides care and 
maintenance of all animals used by 
investigators.  Preventive care is 
provided through vendor animal 
health evaluations, quarantine pro-
grams, and sentinel animal diagnos-
tics.  Special care and services can 
be provided upon request. 
 Comments and submissions for 
Animal Care Matters are welcome 
and should be directed to Elizabeth 
Thames, IACUC Administrator, at 
777-8106 or elthames@gwm.sc.edu.   


